
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in the Ballymahon Community Library on Monday, 9th December 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Pat O’Toole.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell, 

Colm Murray and Paul Ross. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer.




Mr. Neill Hanley, Capital Projects Manager.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne. Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 26th September 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 24th October 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Paul Newell confirmed that works on footpaths in Kenagh will commence in early January.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME.
2018 Scheme.

It was noted that five Groups have not drawn down funding allocated under the 2018 Community Grant Support Scheme  - details were provided to the members and the members provided updates.   It was agreed to re-allocate some of these funds. 
It was agreed that if the projects progress in 2020 that the Groups concerned should apply for  funding under the 2020 Community Grant Support Scheme, which is currently advertised. 
2019 Scheme.

The members agreed to contact the groups who still have to draw down their funding under the 2019 Community Grant Support Scheme. Closing date for drawdown is the 
13th December 2019.  It was agreed to accrue any grant funding not drawn down by year end.
L. Higgins confirmed the amount remaining in the 2019 Community Grant Support Scheme.

It was unanimously agreed that any funding remaining from 2019 Community Grant Support Scheme be carried forward to the 2020 Scheme.

2020 Scheme.

The members were advised that the closing date for the 2020 Community Grant Scheme is the 28th February 2020.

PROVISION OF EV CHARGING POINT IN EDGEWORTHSTOWN.
Neill Hanley gave a comprehensive report regarding the proposal to install a 50KW or greater EV Charger at Main Street Edgeworthstown (Hub Building)   -  for an initial period of 4 Years.  Neill replied to queries raised by the members.

Councillor Paul Ross requested that consideration be given to extending the scope of the works related to the undergrounding of wires in the town, recognising the major redevelopment of the filling station in the town.  Neill agreed to engage with the contractor with costings and funding to be considered.
Councillor Gerard Farrell requested that consideration be given to expanding the initiative to the three main towns in the Municipal District.  Neill confirmed that this may be covered through a future funding scheme.
Councillor Mark Casey suggested that the inclusion of EV points be included as a planning condition for future car park developments.  Neill confirmed that Longford County Council will consider as part of works on upgrade of or provision of new car parks.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF “SLI NA MOINEAR”, MOYDOW, CO. LONGFORD.
On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Mark Casey, it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of “Sli na Moinear”, Moydow, Co. Longford, as circulated. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Commemorative Stone in Cloncallow Cemetery.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill  –

“I request Longford County Council to consider erecting a plaque or commemorative stone in Cloncallow Cemetery  given it’s association with the famine of 1847 and the former Ballymahon Workhouse which opened in April 1850.  The cemetery committee have carried out major improvement works  there over the past number of years and feel that a plaque or stone would be fitting memorial to all those from the famine era who are interred there.”
It was agreed that funding towards the provision of a plaque/commemorative stone in Cloncallow Cemetery to be considered in the context of the 2020 Special Projects Fund. 

Extension of Natural Gas Pipeline.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  G. Farrell  –

“To ask Longford County Council in conjunction with Gas Networks Ireland to consider in 2020 extending the natural gas pipeline from Nally’s Filling Station to the Vocational School which would give both the Vocational School and St. Matthew’s Primary School the opportunity to connect to the network.”
The length of the gas main is based on the funding provided.  If clear further demand becomes evident, then the gas main may be extended if funding becomes available. 
Energy Efficient Windows and Doors in St. Matthew’s Park, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill –

"That all the houses in the estate of St Matthews Park Ballymahon have new energy efficient windows and doors fitted as a matter of urgency ".
P. Newell confirmed that Houses No. 7 to No. 18 will be going to Tender early in 2020 for energy retrofit contract. 

Barbara stated that the Local Authority is awaiting details on the Energy Saving Scheme which is a collaboration of the public and private sectors in delivering innovative energy efficiencies. 
Footpath at Creevaghbeg, Ballymahon.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor P. O’Toole –

“That a barrier be put on the footpath on the R392 at Creevaghbeg , Ballymahon from the Water tower down to the N55 to prevent traffic mounting the footpath on this dangerous bend".

P. Newell stated that the location is within the speed limits.  Therefore, a safety barrier is not required.  Any issues regarding speeding at this location should be referred to The Gardai.  He also agreed to keep the situation under review.
Roads Programme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor C. Murray –

“That the Council move the Roads Programme meeting for the adoption of the roads programme from March to January thereby ensuring that propriety work on these roads is not carried out in the hedge cutting season.”
P. Newell stated that the Council is not generally notified of the Grant allocation until the end of January.  It takes a number of weeks to draft the Roadworks Programme before it is presented to each Municipal District in March.  However, the Area Engineers generally commences preparatory work for the Roads Programme in January/February.  These works include hedge cutting, drainage etc. in advance of the hedge cutting closed season which commences on the 1st March. 

Schedule of Hedge Cutting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill  and seconded 

by Councillor P. Ross       –

“That the council agree a schedule of hedge cutting of junctions on Local, Regional and National Roads to be carried out before the end of the hedge cutting season and the grass cut at these junctions also midsummer.”
P. Newell circulated maps of the Ballymahon District and requested the members to highlight the junctions where there are issues with sight lines.   Paul encouraged the members to  emphasise to landowners their obligation to cut hedges adjacent to public roads for safety reasons.  Paul also confirmed that the relevant SPC would need to consider any proposed = changes to how verges are managed and cut.  He also highlighted the savings that would accrue if landowners met their obligations.
Removal of Hedge at Blue Doors.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray  –

“That Longford County Council removes the hedge on the first corner between the Blue Doors (T-Junction) and Carrickboy at Deerpark on the R393 in the interest of road safety.”
P. Newell stated that the bad bend at Deerpark will be removed early January 2020.  Paul acknowledged the co-operation of the landowners at this location. 
The following two Notices of Motions were taken together.

Footpath at Rathcline Road, Lanesboro.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 

Councillor G. Farrell   –

“That this Council repairs and replaces the footpath along the Rathcline Road in Lanesboro, as it is gone into disrepair and is now dangerous for the user.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Casey –

“I call on Longford County Council Roads Department  to seek funding to replace footpaths on the Rathcline Road in Lanesboro.”
P. Newell requested Councillors Casey and Farrell to highlight the areas along the Rathline Road which need attention on the map circulated earlier in the meeting.

Salting of Road to Fermoyle School.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 

Councillor G. Farrell –

“That the road to Fermoyle School is included in the roads salting program as it is a very sheltered road and is used by over 100 cars every morning.”

P. Newell outlined the details of the Winter Service Plan which was adopted by the Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee.  

Footpath at the Church in Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 

Councillor  G. Farrell  –

“That the footpath on the corner beside the Church in Lanesboro is repaired as it has become dangerous.”
Councillor Casey to highlight the area on map circulated earlier.

Children’s Crossing in Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Ross              –

“I call on Longford County Council Roads Department to put in signage and lights approaching the children's crossing in Lanesboro because it is dangerous.”
P. Newell stated that variable speed signs and appropriate signage will be erected on the approach to this location.
Compound on the Killashee to Lanesboro Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Casey               –

“I call on Longford County Council Roads Department to look at tidying up the compound on the Killashee to Lanesboro road where the road is wide at Willis house as it doesn't seem to be used anymore. The fence is all broken down and it is an eye sore.”
P. Newell confirmed that the requested remedial work will be carried out at this location. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: __________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
23rd January 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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